8        A Study of the Economic Conditions in Raylaseema.....

of Matla Anantaraju to whom his work 'Abhishikta Raghavam1
was dedicated.

There are references also to its cultural entity even
during the early periods. It was called during those times
as Vadugubhumi or Vadugavali6. Rayaiseema was a land
of villages as it is even today. The study of the life of the
village community covers the different aspects of economic
activities of the peopie.The main occupation was cultivation.
In agriculture production mostly the same tradition and
customs of the early period were followed. The main classes
engaged in agricultural production were Mahajanas of the
Agraharas almost all the subcastes of Sudra community and
Panchamas or Malarnadigas. Several subcastes of Sudras
adopted the diversified cottage industries and the Malas a
group of the last vama served as agricultural labours. In
addition to this they took up weaving profession. The
foundation of the Vijayanagara Empire in 1336 A.D. opened
a new chapter in the History of Rayalaseema. As we pass
on to the medieval ages the entire Rayalaseema was
brought into the administrative control of the Rayas of
Vijayanagara. Rayalaseema became the part and parcel of
Rajagambhirarajya which was the heart of the empire. The
Rayalaseema region was dotted with Agraharas and
Brahmadaya lands. Temple construction, restoration and
preservation contributed to the emer jence of Devadaya Land
tenure. Amaranayakas of various categories established their
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